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ease [169] are coming; some women flee, others hide
their children from us; almost all refuse us the hos-
pitality which they grant even to the most unknown
tribes. We have not been able to find a house for
Our Lord,—not having been able to find any place
where we can say Mass. Our host,— who is the chief
Captain of this country, and who through a natural
prudence had appeared quite peaceable,—on seeing
us pray to God mornings and evenings on our knees,
finally could not refrain, on one occasion, from reveal-
ing to us what he had on his heart. He begins,
therefore, to speak, but in a council voice,—that is
to say, loud and distinct: ‘ Truly, it is now that I
fear and speak. What are now these demons but
spells to make us die, and finish what the disease has
left over, in this cabin? They had told me, indeed,
that these were sorcerers, but I believe it too late.
This is a thing unknown —that persons who come to
lodge at one’s house pass the night in postures to
which our eyes are nowise accustomed.’” [170] Imag-
ine with what looks they regard us in a cabin where
they have such fine ideas of us!—we could hardly
tranquilize this mind again. They treat us very ill,
in order to oblige us to leave. It is, in sooth, all, if
we have what suffices for life,—our hunger usually
attends us from morning till evening; but these
simple people do not see that what retains us here is
more precious than all that they conceive in the way
of pleasuresin this world. There is hardly any corn
in this village, and, nevertheless, every day some
Attiouandarons arrive (they are those of the neutral
nation),—bands of men, women, and children, all
pale and disfigured, whom famine drives hither.
Fleeing famine, they here find death, or rather a



